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Comical History 


AND HIS 


| TWELVE MISFORTUNES, 


y . Wuicn ha pened all in twelvedaysaf- 
ter the unhappy day of his marriage: 


, 


|. XDINBURGH: — — 
Printed for the Booksellers. — 


e TWELVE MISFORTUNES. 


| SIMP LE JOHN was a widow's son, 

and a coarse, country weaver to his 
trade : He made nothing but stich as 
canvas for’ caff-beds, corn and coal 
‘sacks, drugget and harn was.the finest 
webs hecouldiiy his fingers to : lie was 
“a great lump ‘org lang lean Tad aboon 
sax feet afore lie. was “eighteen year 
auld, and as he said himsel’, he grew / 
sae fast, and was. in Sic a hurry to be ` 
high, that he did not stay to bring a’ 
his judgement /with him, but yet he 
hoped it would fellow him, and he 
would meet wi't, as mony a ane does 


( 8 » 
-Atter au Ne married He Sd büt še 
Sater, anette! bad" 3e Htelé sense as 
ahitnéel, | sligwas married oh Bleeky Wil- 
-He the wile weaver, his ihothér was 
vy attlinggsdtte-scall’ d d-wifé andthe liv- 
ed a’ in ae house and every’ body held 
whem’ ‘Bs gfütily of fools. ^W heh John 
eàme-to. mal stile, te the age ‘of 
Aw enty otie yet g he tol id his mither, 
thé wow ae seit of bome : sort, either 
t young or aéild, widow! ior lass, if they 
haabavhead and hips; tongue ‘and tail, 
‘he éuid’tak® *hem, ánd' weél sI wat 
'emithers qudthihe, thej tEget alómping 
‘pent zworth-or Mé, take wha will. 
‘Hias-inither: —— o the black 
Judei on ‘Trt: site, who: hé 


:déüpgtersz ard every 
Xsórtething,, there was Kate, ‘Ann, atid 


Giizy; had hundred mierks the piece, 
Katé aid. ‘Ann had “Daith bastards, 
Girzy the eldest had a humph-back, a 
high- reist; ibaker-legged, 4 short wry 
“neck, threvin mouth, “and goggle-ey d, "d, 

a perfect ZEsopot thefemalekind with 
| as maty crooked conditions within as 

without, à very lump of loun-like ill. 
nature, row d a depen panie had 
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» apt... Saas s rue 
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he <b 


my mithers and it? 
Win ye Pse no ken ye? ] wat, quets. 


and yet the « 

‘to be married, 29e gba 
John's. ‘mither told, hin. A a 

where t. go, and whàt to sa 


Coat ony and, gf ‘his; braw 


o‘ new pillonian. breeks e of his mithers 
making.. 


An, he- comes, and. tell«d 
his errand before 


e'he would sit. down 


Says. good day to you ‘goodman, what 
are ye a‘ doing: here ; 4A: am,wanting 


a Wife, an YETER: s flesher,a ang hasagude 
Sorting aside y ou, my mither Says ye 
Can sair fne or ony body like me, what 

Sty ye tibit,. goodman ?. How.. 


doughters hae ye 2... Are they 
Married yet? I. fain wad tak a ‘look 
o“ some o* them gin ye like, . 


A. wow, said the goodwife, come i m 
by, honest lad, and rest 


a wooer sit dow, n and gie's a snuft— $ 


deed goodwife, ] hae nae mil but | 
s at hame.—whare 


SAY, and-ac- | 
cordigely he getso out wy bia S Sunday: 's 
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|. Thae nse tocher But myiloom; -pitte 


, pigs, four cogs, and a candle stick, & 


good cock, ‘a cat; twa errocks new be- — 


gun to lay’; my sister Sara is. mattied 
on Sleeky Willie the wilié weaver, and 
I maun hae a hagwife or my mither 
die, for truly she’s'very frail, and ony 
hail o* health she has is abouc dinuer- 
time; what say ye tilit goodman? 
can ye buckle me or not?  . 
Goodman.) A dear John, ye're in an 
unco haste, ye wadna ‘hae your wife 
hame wi* ye? they're a* three before 
. ye which oʻ them will ye tak? 
| Hout, tout, says John, ony o* them 
.  willsairme, butmy mither says there's 
y. twa oʻ them has fauts. And what is ` 
w their fauts? said the goodwife. Hout 
- , said John, it's no meikle faut, but 4X. 
- dinna like it, thev. got men or they 
$.. were married. And what shall I do 
J|; wit them ? said the goodman. 
[^ John. A deed goodman, as ye‘re ay - 
V... dealing among dead beasts and living - 
de beasts, I wad put them awa amang i- 
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CMA LR s 
ERA Fe: 
< ea me Simple John the satk-weaver,: A UM SE 
| Wheel, a kettle-pnt, a brass pan, tw — — 


Ner. 
Ero uos js os "e 
N t adi is s 


daft jades it gets t iria : B 
fied; and: bairne or hey got bridal ON S 


i br i Irei a wat woel duni: true 

Y b ! | era gA 
E Girs. A wel John then, will ye iv 
4 tak wie; thae nae‘ bastardi ; how wall ! 

À jou and Ldo? ~. 

id |... John. | watna gin ye bo ‘able to: get 

A gbustard, yet ye may- hae some waur 

* fut; but ye maua'be my. permy wort 

P forve'reunco little, and i'm oʻer mues — 
" kle, aud. gm. ye at I were ance carded | 
\ through ither,we may: getbonny weans ^. 


of a middlen mak. I have nae fautsto 
ye, but ye have a- bigh breast, a humph. 
back, a short neck and high’shouthers, | 
the: hands and- legs may do, thos your . 4 
mouth be a wee to the tae side, it will f 
Me weel to the rock, and Ihae:a hate 
tle of tow'to spin, will | be baith sarks - B | 
and sacks till. us, . yell be my boe d h 
dauty up and down, a perfect. beaut, 
wis cats — — sow; en 


E pi ears cm 
7 5 y Girzy: Wag ha, soba ied, we maia 
TE ‘think on that ybs oroso ga 0L digo 
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iS. John. Mihat the: yelion bis, sbaold 
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2a na ye ibe ready whan T» pepe | RP RT 
^. > every Body says. that. th | i 
4 andbrirtg ans Xi hg a ou, aad wel ki | à 3» 


 grée-about'it..and set. th jdey baa. E 

| yelibe: married. .’ yh er CO P 
John, Aweel;goodman;: YT Ww... 4 
mither off, and:come'badk-on Momon- — — 
day, andwesllbae a. chappin.o'.ale, and oS 
roastéd:aheese on:thésohanoe ot; but ^a 
Tmavo hae a wart ob the bade-out by span S 
to convoy the, An. a quiptipiakeo he c 003 
set abant it.. THE b.c VM ed 
+ Goadwite.: A. Woe Jii; Jon, the TUE 
datt Jouus.willlangh. at-ygn;.an shel c 
, think. shame, gang. ye outiby, and « — 5 
ibn peak»ta: you: shrough . the: ee EU A 
vel yinda- bn ely c i X 

ut: gass, John sd tebride, and — um 

d i Mae’ twa, ‘sistens:.poesate the. window ^ —— o cA 
‘thesdiversion, and what LM 
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^ | yaer gs [5 graces Vw? T90% has ee T Boy PY 
ihe Du id Nose hx ide " dips | 
ear, "pretty woman; um . 
ste i im cn A for. by, Ay. 
uth Pm no scorning: tom. E 
 bGiray;; fudeed;'John; — d^ d 
ling ta'tak ye,lbut: ye Weedna tell eoo 
ver x body: about! it...” CR 
mm Then gie. me a kiss on thats php: 
ite kis held in at the "window, |. 
Tris radang neck to win down to. < 
her,’ and she ‘stood oua little stool to . . 
o him. O, eries;he; an yẹ. | 
were ‘good flesti-l could rat Fouaiblike ^ 
you sae weel, it's'a pity thete 1s sica. 
hard wa’ atWpen Us; sd tell idyrnithér ig 
wae bonny ae perb: © gime anither — 
kiss yet, atib then Ti go. One of her -.- 
sisters standig by in adark corner gets | 
ha'd o' à cow’s head, whizli wanted 
thi skin butdboutthemouth/ánd shuts. 
it out towardachis mouth, which: Tie... 
/ dkiss'ddh the dark: O cries he," ‘but! 
your mouth be' 'eauld since:  Lhiss'bye © 1 , 
last, and I think ye bae a bedrd; 1 saw . 
mae that atore, ov is' t wi spiming wl 
id thatmaksyourmouthsderough ateen: 
-Hame he'comes; and tells his mith T | 
tivipepdend propertune" emerge p 
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MC RT M ON Ces ipM. ye M RE Li 
^ 4 4^. ¥ T it eut. d $ dre M du 
A ' s» LIT V 


eme meu eid ri ey TR. 
» i (Uu AA 


eddy, wbdiext week. | | 
34 ‘wedvebiithincame? ^^ 5 
roc rM Wr cop fight TS : 
B lu ie Blide;and. téicigblin pudó- EN 
BE for whan JohfWae Aer ER. 

He niHded His inest máiraMdhdjdgude ^ ^ | 

iiti andhe” never prier di^ ^00 
ve Ms tie, Willié:tlié weaver fee. 
tS tran: 6n! his-fit; when hë 
the haa suippit dnetigh soso ‘alt: 


i63 và 
D. E f ig 


nme a e E R 
iper nor idler to’ ‘he! , 2 " 

a lope SBobaweith äna hame ffae .——— 3 
é ipod 'aüd into'the: bed amang => ——— m 
the ‘blan keisha ‘ha, ériésJéhn, that’s vix: hee 
the bese’ Ealci o Pese otn |o CN 
UNO6wsvery thine being ‘Woncladed BET 

-hapeni thé supper Was brought, ^ — — 4 
a Jargéffit-hugei, ‘the very smelk wed —— | hg 
adone a huni gry ljod mide; hut Joli 7 M 
“had only got tea thee whips, until ——0— Ae 
One of the bhtclier^s meikle iri err NL 
 ped'on Jobn's/fit which-he teok: to bs. : 
wi: WAVER, ‘dnd thea he would ; sip tài 
"boc ul Afi supper they: went p 
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John and the w. ; ver lay togel 


"- 


O; said Joly; there's a hantle aittei — 


and Isaw. whare it was sety:they Rd — 
sleeping; Afiigorise and. tak a SPP — 
eae yet. Ay,.een do sae, said, Sleeky Wied ^. 
BTE lie, and bringig;spup-Lo me 460, 2 
tO] then Joba gees Ao the aty Ang ANN 
5 A | tothe haggiesetilbbisaindiaggit.o0958r 
haud pag fair sihen bripas heresi 
Sleeky. Willie; but instead Oh goiPRdib 
the béd.where;he. wes, goeptethe Dess — 
where the bride and hêr parsisters aye, - 
they being, fast asleep, speaks slo WED 
will ye tak ity will ye tal J9? but theys 
making ng-answer, hozturnsiup tbe: 
blankets. topata soup. ipto; Wilists 
mouth, bnt instead of doing RS puts; 
aigreat spoon{pl-close into, one, of their 
. — bpoksides., Seeky W illie heangall that 
past, çomes ous of bed,.qnd; sups out: - 
the remaindér,:and.sets-up,the dish, - 
where it, was, Jgaves,the amry door; Ox! 
pen, to-let tdi¢icats. get the: blame: of; x 
i supping the haggis, ancawathey.goto, 
"c. Bed: but poorJohn could petnagsiesp: al 
Meth ;.updie gets in search ofthe: 


) o ai ae Fé 
i wi! 


s D Te S. ^! ^ 
v A tf Lu A "a Ar d A d "Ea 7 t Pl ` 
EAI, * N^ MEM ENS NIS S Yd 
- » ' 4” a 
: Y ae AW 
S ' $ AW 
AP , 
gem 6o at $ RAN M 
ee NU NER i Wr y ; 


i chery! dts in:liis hä: d o Sadilerd - 
TUE Vani i awater init} butifeMingstidne; 
ee adiis hand'when it wasiwithig - 
,.. the piteher jand thgs could riotaget at 
[| out, ge’ tothe bedjsvand tells Aleeky 
| Willieswhathaa babben 
d advised him tõ open the dcor, antigo 
3d... éutto&knecki 


| ng.statie that stood:be." 
i y Tete the ddor, and: break! it: there, «to 
.- get out his Hands aid notito: makera 
*. noise im? ithe: hduséi «Soi out:he gdes, 
and the bride’ si Sister wioihad keten 
the gréat: spoontul of the haggradatd 
d to hét back-sideg w&s«oüt:be him; 
B — rubbingthendstiness(n$ she touk itto 
E — be’) off the. tdil bf: hersurk, and: she 
@ _ being ia louting posture, hetoblohét - 
a . forthe knocking:stang}:and comes‘o'er 
$ _ her hurdies with the pitcher, tàlitfléw 
WM oin pieces about her; then off stié rans 


E with the fright, round. atur£stack;and - 


into thchouse before him. John came 

| "mn trembling, to the bed again, wi?’ the 

§.. fright, praying.to preserve him, for 

sie a knocking-stane he never yet saw 

+} forit ran clean awa when he brake 
ae the. pig upon't. | 
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^pirn-wheel, was at brought apd-adt up! ~ 
efore the marriage, which:wasikept: . ' 

A profound'secret.; so that Jahn got ^ 
the-first nizht of'his ain:wiféyandiliis > 
ain house at ae.time.. So onihemext ^ 
morning after thesmarriage; John and — i.. 
his wife madeasp-some aeticles how < | 
they were'to work, atidi keep. houses, ==. 
Jobn wes:to keep the:housesin meat, — ^ 
meal, fire, and water; Girzy.wás to mak 
themeat,andkeepthehousgán clothes; . 
the father-in-law to pay the. rent. for 
three yearss they were-to hae vae Ber- 
vants, until they.had children y; and 
their first child was tobe à.;Jehn af- — 
ter its.ain Daddy, get itowha will, if 

-a boy, and if a. girl, Girzy after itso 7 
ain: Minny, as she: saidj. wha had , ^ 
wrought best forste ^ ^ 095 00700 
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hot knowing: what 7tmez upht 
was fine'sport, began tò clap his hands 
foc, and not minding the twa pigs, . — <  — 
clashes the tane ágairist tl:e tither, tll = 
“baith went to pieces; and that was’a —— = 
glad huzza to baith young aid ald — . 
that was looking at him; Girzel the >. . 
wife draws him into the house, and to 
him she flies with the’ wicked wife's ' 
. weapon, her Tongue and Tangs, and. . 
^. snáde his ribs to crack, saying, -*Ihey «© 
told me ye.was daft, but i'll ding the: 
B 3^» . daffing out o' ye, I'll begin wi?’ You a8 
BH. vea mind to ena wr’ you. Poor . 
| John sat crying and clawing bis lugs — 
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lu Ha, ha said nud e dis S airns 5 
=<". play to be married, I find that. alrea-/ 4. 
U^ dy" His Mitherineaypcame mand | 7 
+ made up peace, went toa cooper, and |^. $54 
. .* got. them, a bigr wooden, stoups to: [E 
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Next incriuob John. was sent to the NEU 
- fle eematket. an grramd.to.his Father. ^^. 

.  imlgw.who gave him: a piece- of flesh 
M to carry home, andas he, wag coming 
oN out of the Mar ket, he.saw : siX.ok seven 
if ^ _ofthe flesher-dogs falon and worry: at 
a |  spoorcountry.colly.« dogs “« Justice jus. 


o tice, cries; John to.the dogs, “ Yere «| 
di but a wheen unmdhnerly raskals that =>. 


fa’s a? on, ae.poor beast, heth. yesude | 


l a’. be put ın the toubonth, and ta’en to id 
i the bailies; and hang’d; for the. like o° A 
[ that ; it’s perfect murder, ** and.in he An 


E Ke 


ran amongst thedogs, ‘< Andbehahg’d ae 
to you a” thegither, What isthe quar- =. 
rel? What is the quarrel? John flings -iy 
Í down the flesh he had. carrying, and 
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grips the colly, wag taok Jobn for aD T 
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I sum bis handle ait pe h 
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ds sellis &hp.greak simup tà. bring. n 
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we e saan ofthewell, in betum- 
andis head down, theiwell being: 


riagroN; heconldnintine out: some peo- 


Wp assing bychance; eard theslunge 
prog and.rantto b bis-relief; haul" d; bim 
“Fönt half dead; and helped him irito.the 
housds:and aftergettin.a dry sark, he 
. Wasiçomforted wur the oid. plaister,. 
. her "Tongue: and. the hard Tangs. T 
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new pat, without any water in it, and 
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be goes to the. unhápp 
Stoup and sets it er to look at a 
parcel of bóys playin g at Gat hinbdos 5 
they-persuaded Johis to taléà eite n 3 t P 
ther, on he plays titt ane o* the EC 
cries, Hey John yondeme'yoát Gi uy pc 
comig. "John runs into ) di ho ER 
withe water, aad the pat bein "d EN. 
hot onthe fire, he tumesin the’ cand; 
water into it, which made'thepat: flee” Lo ee 
all in: pieces, just as she was entering” m v 
the door, John runs for it, and she. E e 
runs after him, crying, catch théethief — | 


| ^8 good fire to make it, boil gil, apd away | 2 
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, o E the next morning alie sent him ACE 


Eus 3o the water to wash some oow's. p vac 
E: . dings, and turn: them on a. spindle, RC 
RM ——00 shewing him how he was todo orhe 
g —— went away.’ John goes to tbe. water. | f 
É —— yerywillinglys and áshe*urned snd | 


D> wasned tbem, he Jaid them down: be- |, 


/ . "Bind him, where one of his Fatherdn- — 


Er law's big dog stood, and ate them up V 
o as fast as hê laid them down, tilallwas .. "* 
TELE. gone but the very last ane, which he © |< 
7. earrie | lratein.his hand; crying likes ^ |... 
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stepped for him, he knocks the horse - 
on the face with the napkin and the. — 
money,-so the napkii rave, and most . - 
ofthe halfpence flew-over:the bridge © 
in the water, which.made poor John =} 
go home crying very bitterly for his —. 
oss,’ and: dread of the old.plaister, ——  - 
which he got very siekerly. =. © >w i 
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. On the next morning, she sent'him 
again to the bridge. toseeifhecould — — 


find any of it in the water,andthere be. ` 
foundsomeducksswimmingand duck- N 


-ing down witli their heads below the 7: 
water, as he thought, gathering up his 7. 
monev, he kills one of them, and rips - ^. 
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oo ‘strips offhisclothes and leaves them on 
"fie bridge, gdesinaducking; 1n V ict 


p 'herup,but found none ofit inher gutt. | ^ c, 
Lor gabbie; then says he, theyhavebeen. “a oe! 


but looking for it, Ldigodo asthe did; 


time, a rag-man came past, anditookar 


way all his clothes*!So he went home 


| __ naked to get a bath of the ald plaister. - 
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-"The.next morning she seut him toa _ 


fartn-house;fora pig-ful of butter-milk 
and: as bege returning through the. 


| fields, the ermer‘sbullandanother bull . 


 wasfightin g:thefarmer'sbullbeingHke 


- 4o4ose, John runs in bebind hrm, an 


- sets-his head to the bulls tail, on puf- 
óse-toó help him to push against the 
‘others but the poor bull thought Joh. 


was some other bul Lattacking him:be- | 


‘hind,fied aside, andtheother bull came 


fulldriveupon J ohn, pushed him down : 


broke the pig, and spilt the milk. So 


hn wenthameto get his auldplaister - 


“which began to be an usual diet to 


him, and so he regarded it the les ^ $ 
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His mither-in taiv with several auld a 
witty wives, held 8 private council on: eod. 
ohn'sconduct and bad luck, and con. ` HG 
cluded he was bewitched, John was. ^^ 
ie of the same opinion, and went to the du d 
ll, |  Minister,and toldhim he was.thecause - y rd 
M^. of at his misfortunes, ca‘d him a wai. B ey. 
ee lock to his face, and said, ne had put oi 
= such a black bargain in his hand, thay ^ . 
"` he was ruined for ever, insisted either ; 
B: tounmarry them again, orsend death - 
b and the bellman to take her awa, for 
|  — bhehasa lump of mischief on ker back 
Poo and anither on her-breast, andthe rest. 
9" her body is a clean deil. The Min.. : 
isterbegan to exhort him to peace and ^ " 
patience, telling him that márriapeg ^. 
were made in heaven : * yee abaist' 
liar, says John, for.1 was married ip. ^. 
yourajnkitchen, an a’ the blackguards NOU 
in the town was there, an it had been. Cru 
heaven tliey wadna win in, ye tell't » au Uv 
me that matrimony was Sic a happ 
State, but had 
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(pm iper looked oùt of the bed, or. the — (4 


t "whole house. had been gone. Upshe ` 
^os Hot. and; with her cries. alarme the =; 
> „neighbourhood who came foherrelief, == 
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«place to lay her e s in : 80 as 
some by-place to lay jr 


Hyodces ibs brake 
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ed this morning, eer wai send 

.. death for me Loo, P m out o' à mither 

» andouto'a vife, out o' my health and 
“strength, and a’ my warkiooms.” His . 
Mother-in-law came and pleaded for — 
him ;.** Haud your.fongue, Mither," € 
said Girzy, if ye-keh'a what ail'd him, : | 
ye wadna speak about him, he'suseless 
4 1 mo worth the keeping i in a house, but 
AG Ay to ca" him to den like an auld beast at 8 
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